




June	2,	2017	
	
	
	
The	Honorable	Charles	E.	Grassley	
Chairman,	Judiciary	Committee	
United	States	Senate	
224	Dirksen	Senate	Office	Building	
Washington,	D.C.		20510-6050	
	
The	Honorable	Dianne	Feinstein	
Ranking	Minority	Member,	Judiciary	Committee	
United	States	Senate	
224	Dirksen	Senate	Office	Building	
Washington,	D.C.		20510-6050	
	
Dear	Chairman	Grassley	and	Ranking	Member	Feinstein:	
	
	 We	write	to	express	our	enthusiastic	support	for	the	Honorable	Joan	Larsen’s	
nomination	to	the	United	States	Court	of	Appeals	for	the	Sixth	Circuit.		We	have	held	positions	
in	the	Department	of	Justice	(DOJ)	and	other	government	agencies	in	Democratic	and	
Republican	administrations	from	President	Nixon	to	President	Obama.		As	former	government	
officials	with	varying	ideological	perspectives,	we	may	not	all	agree	with	Joan	on	all	legal	issues,	
but	all	of	us	have	served	with	her	or	are	otherwise	familiar	with	her	work,	and	all	of	us	hold	her	
in	the	highest	regard.	
	
	 Joan	has	had	a	distinguished	career	in	public	service,	private	practice,	and	academia.		
She	graduated	from	Northwestern	Law	School	in	1993,	and	served	as	a	law	clerk	for	Judge	
David	Sentelle	of	the	United	States	Court	of	Appeals	for	the	District	of	Columbia	Circuit	and	
Justice	Antonin	Scalia	of	the	Supreme	Court	of	the	United	States.		She	engaged	in	private	
practice	at	Sidley	&	Austin	from	1995	through	1997,	and	joined	the	faculty	of	the	University	of	
Michigan	Law	School	the	following	year.		In	2002-2003,	she	served	as	the	Deputy	Assistant	
Attorney	General	for	the	Office	of	Legal	Counsel	in	the	United	States	Department	of	Justice,	
returning	thereafter	to	the	University	of	Michigan.		In	September	2015,	she	was	appointed	to	a	
vacant	position	on	the	Michigan	Supreme	Court.	
	
	 During	more	than	20	years	of	practicing	and	teaching	law	in	and	out	of	government,	
Joan	Larsen	has	earned	a	well-deserved	reputation	for	acumen,	integrity,	and	judgment,	as	well	
as	deep	respect	for	the	rule	of	law.		We	strongly	urge	her	confirmation	to	serve	as	a	judge	on	
the	United	States	Court	of	Appeals	for	the	Sixth	Circuit.	
	
Sincerely,	
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Nicholas	Bagley	
Former	Attorney,	Appellate	Staff,	Civil	Division,	U.S.	Department	of	Justice	
	
H.	Christopher	Bartolomucci	
Former	Associate	Counsel	to	the	President	
	
Bradford	A.	Berenson	
Former	Associate	Counsel	to	the	President	
	
Sheldon	Bradshaw	
Former	Deputy	Assistant	Attorney	General,	Office	of	Legal	Counsel,	U.S.	Department	of	Justice	
Former	Principal	Deputy	Assistant	Attorney	General,	Civil	Rights	Division,	U.S.	Department	of	
Justice	
	
Lisa	Schultz	Bressman	
Former	Attorney	Adviser,	Office	of	Legal	Counsel,	U.S.	Department	of	Justice	
	
Steven	G.	Calabresi	
Former	Special	Assistant	to	the	Attorney	General	
Former	Special	Assistant	to	the	Assistant	to	the	President	for	Domestic	Affairs	
Former	Speechwriter	to	the	Vice	President	
	
Shannen	W.	Coffin	
Former	Counsel	to	the	Vice	President	
Former	Deputy	Assistant	Attorney	General,	Civil	Division,	U.S.	Department	of	Justice	
	
Susan	M.	Davies	
Former	Deputy	Counsel	to	the	President	
	
Stuart	F.	Delery	
Former	Acting	Associate	Attorney	General,	U.S.	Department	of	Justice	
Former	Assistant	Attorney	General,	Civil	Division,	U.S.	Department	of	Justice	
	
Viet	D.	Dinh		
Former	Assistant	Attorney	General	for	Legal	Policy,	U.S.	Department	of	Justice	
	
Miguel	A.	Estrada	
Former	Assistant	U.S.	Attorney,	Southern	District	of	New	York,	U.S.	Department	of	Justice	
Former	Assistant	To	the	Solicitor	General,	U.S.	Department	of	Justice	
	
Mark	Filip	
Former	Deputy	Attorney	General,	U.S.	Department	of	Justice	
Former	United	States	District	Judge,	Northern	District	of	Illinois	
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Joseph	R.	Guerra	
Former	Principal	Deputy	Associate	Attorney	General,	U.S.	Department	of	Justice	
Former	Deputy	Assistant	Attorney	General,	Office	of	Legal	Counsel,	U.	S.	Department	of	Justice	
	
Monica	Hakimi	
Former	Attorney-Adviser,	Office	of	the	Legal	Adviser,	U.S.	Department	of	State	
	
Daniel	H.	Halberstam	
Former	Attorney	Advisor	to	the	Chairman,	U.S.	Federal	Trade	Commission	
Former	Attorney	Adviser,	Office	of	Legal	Counsel,	U.S.	Department	of	Justice	
	
James	C.	Ho	
Former	Attorney	Adviser,	Office	of	Legal	Counsel,	U.S.	Department	of	Justice	
	
Clare	Huntington	
Former	Attorney	Adviser,	Office	of	Legal	Counsel,	U.S.	Department	of	Justice	
	
Douglas	Kahn	
Former	Trial	Attorney,	Appellate	Section,	Civil	Division,	U.S.	Department	of	Justice	
Former	Trial	Attorney,	Appellate	Section,	Tax	Division,	U.S.	Department	of	Justice	
	
Ellen	D.	Katz	
Former	Staff	Attorney,	Appellate	Section,	Environment	and	Natural	Resources	Division,	U.S.	
Department	of	Justice	
Former	Staff	Attorney,	Appellate	Section,	Civil	Division,	U.S.	Department	of	Justice	
	
Thomas	E.	Kauper	
Former	Deputy	Assistant	Attorney	General,	Office	of	Legal	Counsel,	U.S.	Department	of	Justice	
Former	Assistant	Attorney	General,	Antitrust	Division,	U.S.	Department	of	Justice	
	
Peter	D.	Keisler	
Former	Acting	Attorney	General,	U.S.	Department	of	Justice	
Former	Assistant	Attorney	General,	Civil	Division,	U.S.	Department	of	Justice	
Former	Principal	Deputy	Associate	Attorney	General,	U.S.	Department	of	Justice	
Former	Acting	Associate	Attorney	General,	U.S.	Department	of	Justice	
	
Caroline	Krass	
Former	Acting	Assistant	Attorney	General,	Office	of	Legal	Counsel,	U.S.	Department	of	Justice	
	
David	S.	Kris	
Former	Assistant	Attorney	General	for	National	Security,	U.S.	Department	of	Justice	
	
David	G.	Leitch	
Former	Deputy	Counsel	to	the	President	
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Former	Deputy	Assistant	Attorney	General,	Office	of	Legal	Counsel,	U.S.	Department	of	Justice	
	
Daniel	Meron	
Former	General	Counsel,	U.S.	Department	of	Health	and	Human	Services	
Former	Principal	Deputy	Assistant	Attorney	General,	Civil	Division,	U.S.	Department	of	Justice	
	
Thomas	W.	Merrill	
Former	Deputy	Solicitor	General,	U.S.	Department	of	Justice	
	
Benjamin	C.	Mizer	
Former	Acting	Assistant	Attorney	General,	Civil	Division,	U.S.	Department	of	Justice	
	
John	C.	O’Quinn		
Former	Deputy	Assistant	Attorney	General,	Civil	Division,	U.S.	Department	of	Justice	
Former	Deputy	Associate	Attorney	General,	U.S.	Department	of	Justice	
	
Howard	Shelanski	
Former	Administrator,	White	House	Office	of	Information	and	Regulatory	Affairs	
Former	Director,	Federal	Trade	Commission	Bureau	of	Economics	


